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I.ee takes 41st

spot in Olympic
dI_l)-ess rehearsal

THERE is plenty of work to
be done ]FSiII.EaPﬂI‘E’E Lee
WVWung Yew is to snatch a sur-
prise medal at the upcoming
Beijing Olympics.

Lee, the Republic™s top
trap shooter, finished a disap-
pointing 41st out of 95 com-
petitors in the men’s trap
ewvent at the Good Luck Bei-
jing ISSF World Cup wester-

day.

The com titionn, held at
the Beiji hnoting Range.
is regard as a full-dress re-

hearsal for the Olyvmpic
shooting competition.

The weteran marksmamn
hit a total of only 110 birds
out of 125 owver two da
nine shots shy of the 11
tal needed to reach the final.

Lee, the only Singapo-
rean to hawe qualified for a
shooting event at the Beijing
Games, had scores of 20, 23,
23, 24, 20.

“It wasn’t so good," ad-
mitted the 42-year-old. "I
had a bad start in the open-
ing shoot, an-::l I ended badlwv
in the fifth.”

Slovakia’s Mario
Filipowic won the gold with
142 birds, outscoring his op-
ponents in the six-man final.

The silver went to 2004
Olympic champion Alexewy
Adipowv of Russia arnd eri-
can Bret Erickson won the
bronze. Both had finished
on 140 initially. but Alipow
WO T the subsequent
shoot-out.

Lee was not the one
who fared poorly. China’s
Olympic hopefuls Li Yajun
and Zhang Bing also failed
to make the final, after scor-
ing 106 and 104 respective-

Iy

lained that many
of the w;ﬁd "s top shots post-
ed low scores because of the
new targets that were being
used.
According to him, these
are made of a denser materi-
al and are harder to break.

scores,"”

“Eweryone’s trying to get
used to the targets because
they are the same ones
which will be used at the Ol-
yvmpics,” he said.

With four months to go
before the real thing, he be-
lieves there is still plenty of
time to prepare himself.

He said: “Tech -
nigue-wise, I think I am

okay. I just need to l.tnpruve

my mental stremngth.”™

The shooter plans to
work with Italian coach Mar-
cello Dradi and sports psy-
chologist Zhao Junhong
over the next few months to
steel himself for the mental
challenge generated bwv the
Olympic pressure cooker.

Consistency, said the Sin-
gapore Shooting Associa-
tion's high performmance man-

ager Lim Meng Kiaw, is also

“Our aim is to allow
Wung Yew to focus through-
out all his five gualifyving
shoots and get consistent
he said.

“There’s still much to be
done before August.™

Ome thing which Lee be-
lieves is to his advantage is
Beijing s environment.

1 know the Europeans
are struggling with the food,
but it's like a second home
to me,” he said.

The wwet and bumid
weather in the city come Aun-
gust would also be similar to
conditions in Singapore.

At the 2004 Games in
Athens, L.ee was 21st in the
men's trap ewvent.

He intends to do better
this time, though he did not
want to go into details.

“T dont want to.add pres-
sure on mysel{, ™ he ex-
plained. “"I’ve d long
and hard for is, and I be-
liewve I still have a fighting
chance for a medal.™
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