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YOUMNG TALENT: At 13, Low Jianghao is the youngest
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Pi batch of shotgun trainees.

On your mark, get set, shoot!

Shotgun talent 1D
programme Kicks
off as SSA looks
for new generation

By TERRENCE VOoOMN

LOwW hao, 13, used to
get his ki from computer
pames like terstrile

Mot any more:. The Sec-
ondary 2 student is taking
gim at real targets these
— a8 3 clay shooter
Singapore’s first t?l&ni-@put-

rogramme for ng
ting p ET"I Yo

shot )

“ﬁy father wanted me o
do something other than just
R it T Sk e

i es, " snid the Fa
Sec vy School student.

"Since I liked shooting

mes, he introduced me to
Ec real thing. T was hooked.™

The shotgun’s powerful re-
cotl and the joy al seeing his
clay target explode draws
Jianghao to the Siuqig.pnre
Ciun ﬂiu{z’s B"Eukit imah
:ﬁf at least four times a8

His love afair with the
i% & rarity in Singapore,
where trap shooting has lo
suffered a dearth of young tal-
ant,

For years, the national
sguad has been dominated by
the likeg 'of 16-time
Soopth-east Asin Games gold
medallist Lee Wong Yew, 42

His fellow SEA Games

old-medal winners like

hoo Choon and Mokd
Zain Amat are 36 and 33 re-
spectively.

Younger shooters like Lee
Yee, 28, who won a feam
bronze in skeet al last year's
SEA Games, have yvet toscale
the same heights.

To nurture a oew EEenera-
tion of marksmen, the Singa-

org  Shootin Auumﬂnn
E’Sﬂﬁj kicked off its first shot-
gun talent identification pro-
pramoke in Féebruary,

The programme identifies

romising recreational shoot-
gj.'s ﬁgs:;%:lclnw 30, and puts
them throngh an intensive
six-month training scheme
conducted by two of the

S585A's top shotgun coaches,
For the first two months,

Talent programme

‘Problem': Dearth of young talent. V.
Wung Yew, 42, Choo Choon Seng, 3

oifers down-the-line (DTL}

shooting, where the iargets
are thrown at a fixed height,

DTL is a simplified ver-
sion of the Olvmpic trap
event, which throws out far-
geis at a higher speed and at

i events like skeet, trap and

cuble-trap shooting.
There are nine shooters in

Unlike nit rifie and pistol
dizciplines, JEgun  events
are pot popular in schools,

gy b Bekr Tl

A practice session at the
S5GC will set epch shooter
back about $40 — inclu
the cost of a box of

rounds, the clay taorgets, ]
rental and daily nmbui'ﬂ;:

There are only two clay
x s in apore
_m: Iﬁmah sﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂa
Chu Kang.

In conlmst, many schools
hawve their own air weapons
ranges, and a box of 500 air
rfle rounds costs just 58, |

To help attract newcom- |
ers, clay shooters in the
Ssﬂ's new p Amme pay
only $20 for each session.

‘Fhata are also plans to
lavmch mew growps of train-
ees every month, and 1o get
schools imbo the act.

Lee welcomed the mowve,
E.rhjs:h hie said was long over-

ue,

“We cannot wall antil the:
next SEA Games to start look-
ing for mew shooters, so this
course iz a good start.™
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