SPORT

BUDDIES, NOT RIVALS

Despite being in
same AYG
competition,
shooters Jodie
and Jia Yi form
tight friendship

HEY will be competing in

the same shooting catego-

1y, the 10 air pifle, at fhg
upeoming Asian Youth Games
{AYE).

Sp, does that maks patbonal
shouters Jodie Tan and Goh Jia
¥irwvale in their chase-for plory?

Far from it.

I Love her too muach,” said
Jodie, as the doo brole into gig-
ples, a frequent occurrence dur-
ing their interview with gy pe-
Lt
Indeed, thoy can be mistaken
for close pals, as they enter the
finul stage of preparations for
the inaupural AYG from June
28 to July 7.

Jodie, 17, would tease Jin Y1,
three vears her junior, sbout
overslecping duoring  their
two-week centralised training
cinp which ended of Tuesday
- eladim which Jia Y1 flatly de-
nied, agdin amid moch laneh-
ter,

They admitted that they
grew closer during the camp, as
they had previously trained at
different times of the week.

But would their competitive-
ness spoil their friendship,
shonld both of them be in con-
tenticn Tor an AYG mednl dure
ing the tense final roonds of the
compatition?

Baid -Judiet "By then, we
wiold be' kod fooused on oor
iwrtshooting routines to think
about the other. 8o it's nnlikely
te affiect ws oo much,

"In fact, if either of us-starts
ter think about what the other is
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certrate-aind shoot wll."

Adcded Jia Wi "0 conse e
ther of us wins o medal, s
would be very happy for each
other.”

The dgo are part ol -an
eight-shooter contingent (four
bove afd four girls) to repregent
Bingapore ot the Games:

Tenalbik  wials s lasio-Tsamami 2adbH B

ritiotl sguisd for oo thon
three years; came in sisth oot of
o shocters &t the [nlematiooal
Junior compeiition m Germany
in April, scoring 395 oul of &
possible 400 m the qualification
shoot

Jia Y1, whojoined the nation-
al squad last Movember 18 ulso
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a-sopre of 397 dudng the AYG
trials,

Both said that they are im-
mensely proud to be represent-
ing. Singapore dnd, although
mervnies; they are confident lial
their recent training will pro-
divee pood performances at the
SRS,

Said Jodie: "The Germany
copetiton chid Eive fie s oo
dence -boost, becauze 1 know
where | stood among my inter-
nitionial peerd,

“THelt happyto know that, af-
ter training for so long, 1 could
e smne great resalts.”

Drspite the high mental de-
iiincs of their training, the duo
are redaged, cheerful and raring
to do well at the Games.

Thev:even found time to
drossup ateddy bear ns-a birth-
day present for their coach;
Spencer Tin,

The |.I.'I.il.'|'r|.' ear's nome?
Marks. “And Spencer. (et jt#
said Jodie, gmid fauphter Trom
the two shooters,
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ATG SHOOTING
TEAM

BOYS: Abod Linn, Wan Tian
Chong [10mair nile);
Heong Shi Xiang, Chommic
Cheong {1001 air pistol)

GIRLS: fodie Tan, Gah Jia
i {1 0m s riflel; Carens
Liso, The ke Horg (1 0m ar
pistolh
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