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\Mry shooter Lee felt great despite losing final
FOR anv athlete. losine in a fi-
nal is bo-und to be a terible ex-
penence.

B u t  n o t  { o r  A s i a n
Games-bound shooter Lee
Wung Yew"

, Ac.tually, the 40-year-old
oescnDec tne exDenence as"shiok" when lie lost the
men's individual trap gold at
last year's South-easT Asia
Games.

The reason? He lost the fi-
nal to teammate Choo Choon
Seng.

Said the 15-t ime SEA
Games gold-medallist: "I
would have been upset if I
had loSt the final to a- shooter

from anothet couirtrv. But los-
inglo a teammate frilt great."

)rngapore s toD marksman
for nearly two decades, Lee
was more than happv to share
the limelight witli his compa-
tnot.

He said: "Mv challense to
the newer shooiers is 'Ilvou
want to do well. vou have to
beat me'-

"In the past, our problem
was that we had no succession
plan. But.we now have two
SEA Games shootine champ!
ons, which means thEre is n6w
blood comins throush."

He was rEferrine- to Choo
and Mohamed Zain-Amat. the
double trap champion.

In terms of vouth develop-
ment, shotsuri shootine his
lagged behiid the air rifl-e sec-
tion, which has produced
Commouwealth Gades medal-
lists Vanessa Yong, Zhane Jin
and Ong Jun Hon-[,

But, with Choo and Zain
on target, some of the pres-
sure has been taken off-Lee-
who won the trap eold in th6
Asian Games' TeltEvent two
months ago.

The trio will be taking part
in the traD event in Dtiha.
Choo and Zain will be makine
their fuian Games debuts. 

-

Said Lee: "In the past, eve-
rything would hinge on me. If

I faltered, the team vrould
lose. Now, if I have a bad
round, myteammates can cov-
er forme."

For Choo,34, Lee is not
just a friend and teammate"
He is also like a coach."We are constantly com-
peting among ourselves. That
nas lmproved our scores tre-
mendously," said Choo."Often, he would correct
my mistakes and I would do
the same for him."

The trio have.been averag-
ing a score of more than,34-0
in training.. That s\ould put
Jmgapore rn medal conten-
tion in the team event.

Atthe2002 Busan Games.
China won with a score of
353. India (340) and the Phil'-
ippires (331) were second
and third resDectivelv.

Lee's oniy Asiail medal
was a bronze in tl'e men's dou-
ble trap team in Banekok in
1998. 

-

Doha will be the fifth
Asian Games for the two-time
Olympian. He has competed
in every edition since Beiiins
7990.

He said: "It's refreshins to
have Zain and Choo as teim:
mates. This is one of the
strongest teams I've been in,"
CHAN YI SHEN


