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TF|Efuian Games lights up in Doha on Dec 1. Singapore will be represented by 134 athletes.
Sorne are world-class, others have not even made a name for themselves on the South-east
Asian scene yet. The Straits Times rates their hopes and
Today, the focus is on shooting
TSHOOTING

aspirations for this Asiad.

The Skaits l-irnes rating systr
Four-star: World-class
Three-stu: Asian/Comonwealth Games star
Two-starr SEA Games standard
One-star: Unproven at SEA Games

SH00TING AUEENS: (From left) Jasmine Ser, Vanessa Yong and Adrienne Set honed their air rifle skills
Ahmad lbrahim Secondary's shooting club. They have their sights on an Asian Games leam medal next m

can be traced back to the 1980s,
when students were using the old
0.22-slibre rifles.

Things took off when they
switched to the international
standard 0.177-calibre rif le in
1998.

Said the school's vice-principal
Mobamed Fauzi: "Shooting is our
niche and we do ou best to help
students to excel.

"One of the goals is to act as a
feeder to the national squad. We
are verv proud of all of them.
Hopefuly, they can inspire the
younger students."

For the trio, it aU began in Sec-
ondary 1, through the talent iden-
tification programe.

At  Ahmad Ib rah im,  a l l
first-year students are screened to
find those with steady hands and
hearts reouired of a marksman.
Measuremerits, such as the lengths
of the ams and trigger finger, are
also taken.

The school then orovides them
with dfles and shooiing gear. The
more comitted and talented indi-
viduals are groomed by fomer na-
tional coach Zhmg Shaoying.

Blossoming under Zhang, tbe
trio have since stepped up into the
national souad.

Thev aie not the first croD of
shoote is  to  emerge f rom' the
school, though.

Several others, such as Zhou
Peixuan and Lim Siew Mei, have
also domed national colours at re-
gional competitions, such as the
South-east Asia Shooting Champi-
onsruDs.

Thi camaraderie within the
school's shooting alumi is good.

Said teacher in charge Ng Suan
Ching: "Whenever they go for big
comDetit ions. I would send them
an SMs to wish them luck.

"And we are very glad that
they take time to come back and
help the school during tmining
camps and competitions."

For instance, Adrieme was on
hand to guide and cheer on the
team at tliis year's Schools Nation-
al Championships where Ahmad
Ibrahim Secondiry won the B Di-
vision eirls' title.

Added Vanessa: "We're like a
big family. There are always gath-
erings with the team and we 8o to
karaoke sessions and the movies
toPether."-For 

now. the three shamshoot-
ers have their sights trained on the
Asian Games,

Said Adricme: "It's exciting be-
ca+se this is my firut major Gams
ild the first time I am going with
my sister. We are not thinking
about medals.

"We have to focus and set tar-
gets for our om perfomances. If
we can acbieve tlem, then maybe
we have a chance."

For Jasmine, taking up shoot-
ing was a case of following in her
sister's footsteDs.

Jasmire saiil: "she won a lot of
medals in school and I wanted to
be like her."

Despite bcing the yougest in
the team, she has the highest per-
sonal-best score - a near-Derfect
399 set at the NUS Invitational
Shoot in June.

It is the highest score a Singapo-
rean shooter has achieved in com-
petition. That surpassed even her

sister's mark of 396.
Vanessa, whose personal best

is 397, said: "It's good that she has
set the standard for us to stdve to-
wards.

"Since she can do it, it's some-
thing we can achieve as well."

Team manager Thomas Soo

said the trio are good enough to invited back to her alma mi
win a team medal in Doha. a special ceremony.

Their combined Dersonal bests This humble school in Yj
of 1,192 would hai'e been good quietly hoping to invit(
for a silver at the 2OO2 Gamis in sharpshooters back: to sh
Busan, behind China (1,194). the Republic's first air-rifle

After her commonwealth Games medal'

Gamespetfomance.Vanessawas yish6n@s0h.com,sq

FromAhmad
trbrahim to Asiad
Three girls will be out
to do alma mater and
Singapore proud in
Doha air rifle event

Bv CseN Yr SsEru

TUCKED away in the northern
comer of Singapore is the modest
Ahmad Ib rah im Secondary
School.

Tbis neiehbourhood school in
Yishu may uot be in tie same aca-
dem.ic class as Raffles Institution
or Hwa Chong Institution.

But, when it comes to shooting,
A}mad Ibrahim has no peers.

Nine months after fomer stu-
dent Vanessa Yons retumed from
the Commonwealth Games with
two bronzes, she and two fomer
schoolmates will be guuilg for
glory at the Asian Games in Doha
next month.

Thev will comDete in the wom-
en's 10--metre air'rifle event.

Like Vanessa, Adrienne Ser
and her sister Jasmine all fell in
love with the sport after joining
the school's shootins club.

Vanessa, 18, has just complet-
ed her A levels. Adrieme, 19, is a
National University of Singapore
undergmduate whi.le Jasmine, 16,
has iust finished her O levels.

Siid Vanessa; "I enjoy sports
and Ahmad Ibrahinr has a sood
reputation in shootirg. Had iI not
been for the school- I would oroba-
bly not have picked up the s:port."

The school's shooting history


